THE WIAC POSTSEASON BASEBALL TOURNAMENT HANDBOOK

(NEUTRAL SITE)
QUALIFICATION

The top four (based on the final regular-season conference standings) teams will qualify for participation in the WIAC Postseason Baseball Tournament.  The tournament champion will be awarded the conference’s automatic bid into the NCAA tournament.    

SEEDING
Teams will be seeded 1 through 4 based on the final regular season conference standings.  If necessary, the tie-breaker criteria stipulated in Section IV-C-2 of the baseball sport code will be applied to determine entry into the tournament or to seed teams with identical records:

FORMAT/BRACKET

The tournament will be conducted as a double elimination tournament.  See Appendix A for the tournament bracket.

TOURNAMENT FINANCES

Game Management Expenses
The conference office is responsible for the management and conduct of the tournament.   The following game management expenses are to be paid from the gross ticket revenue:

Official Scorer  


Scoreboard Operator

Ticket Printing

Announcer 


Ticket Sellers/Takers

Sales Tax 

Box office fees


Hospitality 


Umpire fees, lodging, mileage

Publicity

Reimbursable Travel Expenses
If after the game management expenses are paid there is a net profit from the tournament, each participating team will be reimbursed for actual expenses within the stipulated limits as opposed to a per diem.  If the total reimbursable expenses are greater than the net profit, institutions will be reimbursed on a percentage basis (i.e., net profit divided by total reimbursable expenses).        
Example:  Net profit 


= $3,000

                 Total Reimbursable Expenses 
= $6,000


   Reimbursement 

= 50% of reimbursable expenses
Transportation

Traveling teams will be reimbursed for a single bus at the rate commensurate with the institution’s regularly contracted transportation agreement.  

Lodging
Overnight lodging/expenses are reimbursable for a maximum of 27 individuals at a rate of $26.00 per person for one or two nights depending upon game times and travel distances.  Reimbursement for an additional night’s stay may become necessary should the tournament carry over to a third day due to inclement weather).  All lodging arrangements must be pre-approved by the conference office. 

Tournament Revenue
Following the tournament, an accounting will be made of all income and expenses.  Gross income shall accrue from the tournament as follows:

Ticket sales -- The total gross receipts of tickets sold minus any applicable sales tax and/or box office fees.

Program revenue -- The total gross receipts for all programs sold. [Note:  The host city/venue will be responsible for the development and distribution of the tournament program and shall retain all resulting proceeds.] 

Merchandise sales -- The total gross receipts for all authorized merchandise sold.   

Radio/Television – Radio, television and internet broadcast rights are the property of the WIAC.  Broadcast rights fees are $50.00 per game for commercial radio and $100 for commercial television stations.  The broadcast fee will be waived for non-commercial or student stations or for these commercial stations airing spots for the conference's corporate partner program.  

Following the payment of all reimbursable expenses, any remaining revenue will be shared equally among the four participating institutions.     

Travel Reports

Institutions requesting reimbursable travel expenses must use the Traveling Team Report Form (See Appendix B). 

All completed travel reports must be signed by the submitting institution’s director of athletic(s) and must be received by the conference office no later than June 1 following the tournament, or a $25.00 fine will be imposed for each week thereafter.     
TICKET POLICIES
Ticket Prices/Distribution  

The conference office will be responsible determining the ticket prices and for the printing and distribution of all game tickets.   The following ticket prices will be in effect for the tournament:

Adults



Seniors/Students


    Advance
Gate


     Gate Only

Day 1
         --

  $7



$5

Day 2
         --

  $5



$3

Both 
        $8

  $10



$6

Students = Current student ID required.

Senior Citizens = 62 and older

Pre-school =  Free

Advance Ticket Sales
A minimum allotment of 500 advance tickets will be provided to the host city/venue for sale at designated outlets. Each WIAC institution sponsoring the sport of baseball will receive 30 advance sale tickets.  All unsold advance sale tickets are to be returned to the conference office no later than the date stipulated by the conference office. 

All other tickets will be sold at the gate on the day(s) of the tournament

Passes

· Regular-season or lifetime conference passes are valid during the tournament.  Students are not permitted free admission.

· Each participating institution will be issued 35 passes for the admittance of coaches, players and other team personnel.  All other institutional representatives will be admitted only upon presentation of a ticket or conference pass.    

· Press passes are to be issued at the discretion of the conference office and will be provided only for individuals who present valid press credentials, and are subject to limitations of space.     

ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES
Tournament Programs

The conference office will assume (or designate a third party) responsibility for producing and distributing a generic program that will be used for the tournament.  A sufficient number of programs will be printed so as to account for the anticipated number of fans in attendance.  Each institution is responsible for providing the conference office (or third party designee) with suitable team pictures and complete rosters by the date stipulated.  Any revenue generated through program sales or advertising will be deposited with the conference office (or third party designee).  A complimentary program will be provided to all participating student-athletes and coaches.
Publicity/Media

The conference office will play a lead role in publicizing the postseason tournament on a Statewide and regional basis.  Nonetheless, each institution is responsible for promoting the tournament on its campus and within the surrounding community.     
Merchandise
The conference office (or third party designee) ill produce and distribute merchandise (e.g., t-shirts) to be sold the tournament.  All profits from the sale of authorized merchandise will be deposited with the conference office (or third party designee).   Other merchandise may be sold only if prior approval is obtained from the conference office. 

Concession Sales
The conference office will arrange for concessions to be sold at the tournament.  No carry-ins will be allowed. Unless otherwise stipulated, all profits from concession sales will remain with the conference office (or a third party designee). 
Awards
The conference/tournament championship trophy will be presented by the commissioner (or his/her designee) immediately following the conclusion of the championship game. 
#   #   #   #   # 

Adopted:  
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APPENDIX A

WIAC BASEBALL TOURNAMENT BRACKET

(Friday-Saturday)
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	Seed #1
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	10:00 a.m.--Game #1
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Seed #4
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	7:00 p.m.--Game #4
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Seed #2
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	1:00 p.m.--Game #2
	
	
	
	

	
	
	3:00 p.m.--Game #6
	

	Seed #3
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Loser #4
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Loser Game #1
	Noon--Game #5
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	4:00 p.m.--Game #3
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Loser Game #2
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Winner #4
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	6:00 p.m.--Game #7*
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Winner #5
	


*Game 7 will be played if Winner of Game 4 loses Game 6

Seeding is based on order of finish in regular season.

Winner of tournament receives conference's automatic NCAA Bid.

Sunday will be used as a rain date.
APPENDIX B

WISCONSIN INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

POSTSEASON BASEBALL TOURNAMENT

TRAVELING TEAM FINANCIAL REPORT

Transportation
One charter bus at the rate commensurate with the institution’s regularly contracted transportation 

agreement  =  ___________    (A copy of the charter bus company invoice with a cost per mile breakdown must be attached.)

Lodging
Required overnight stay: _______ individuals (max. 27)  x  $26.00 x  ______ nights  =  __________

(A copy of the hotel invoice must be attached)

Total Reimbursable Travel Expenses  =  ____________ 

Submitted by _______________________________________________       _______________________

                                      Director of Athletics




Date

bkb/tourntrvlrep
