A PHILOSOPHICAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE CONDUCT OF 

WIAC CHAMPIONSHIPS AND POSTSEASON TOURNAMENTS

Fundamental Assumptions

· WIAC postseason events provide an invaluable experience and competitive opportunity for participating teams and/or individuals. These events also provide the conference with an opportunity to showcase and increase the visibility of its programs as well as the academic, athletic, and community service accomplishments of its student-athletes.   
· WIAC postseason events enhance the importance of the regular-season inasmuch as qualifying for the event itself, securing an opportunity to host, and/or improving one’s seeding are goals that ensure that nearly every regular-season game is meaningful.  Teams and/or individuals that might otherwise be eliminated from any postseason competition are provided another opportunity to possibly experience a postseason event.  
· As a member of a conference, WIAC institutions/teams should view capturing the regular-season championship and/or postseason tournament title as their primary goals.   Qualifying for and/or being selected to participate in the NCAA playoffs, while a significant accomplishment, should not take precedence over conference competition (regular-season or postseason).   
· Member institutions should be expected to place significantly greater priority on participating in conference postseason events than that of non-conference competitions.  
Guiding Principles
WIAC postseason events (i.e., championships and postseason tournaments) are to be conducted within the following guiding principles.

· WIAC postseason events should be conducted in a manner that maximizes and emphasizes first and foremost, the student-athlete experience.  Therefore, these events should be viewed and conducted in a manner that highlights and celebrates the accomplishments and excellence that is pervasive throughout the WIAC.

· As many student-athletes as possible should be provided the opportunity to participate/experience a WIAC postseason event. Limits placed on the number of teams and/or individual participants should be based on factors that are well-established or those that have an adverse effect on the majority of member institutions (e.g., travel costs, missed class time) or the management of the event itself (e.g., swimming/track entries).  Similarly, determinations on how the postseason event is to be conducted (e.g., bracket size, location) should be based on factors that are relatively static (e.g., costs and missed class time) and not on factors that are fluid from one year to the next (e.g., competitive parity).

· The experiential and competitive opportunities provided by conference postseason events should take precedence over other considerations (e.g., NCAA playoffs).  For example, the impact a conference postseason event may have (either pro or con) on the selection of WIAC teams for NCAA playoff berths should not be a priority in determining the manner in which a WIAC postseason event is conducted. 

· Most WIAC postseason events should be conducted at campus facilities or facilities within a WIAC campus community.  However, the conference remains receptive to considering other venues and/or locations that will either: (a) enhance the student-athlete experience; (b) reduce missed class time; (c) reduce costs, (d) facilitate easier administration of the event, (e) provide for greater visibility and media exposure for the conference and the participating teams and/or, (f) increase the revenue potential of the event.    

· While considerations related to ticket revenue, fan attendance/comfort and/or media exposure are not the most critical factors in determining the manner in which a WIAC postseason event is to be conducted, it is inescapable that athletics programs require funding and that fans and media are important constituents that cannot be ignored.   
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