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Overview 
 
The Curricular Area Code is a systemwide coding structure which provides a common identifier for each 
curricular area in which the campuses offer courses.  The codes are based upon the HEGIS Taxonomy of 
Academic Disciplines; codes have been added as required for curricular areas within the University of 
Wisconsin System which do not have applicable HEGIS numbers. 
 
A list of the Curricular Area Codes and a crosswalk table for each campus have been developed.  Each 
crosswalk table contains lists of campus departments and Unit, Division, Department, Sub-department 
(UDDS) Codes.  The campus departments are listed alphabetically within one of the six discipline 
groupings.  A Curricular Area Code has been assigned to each registrar department on a one-to-one basis. 
 
It is possible that a particular registrar department may have been omitted from the listing, or one which 
no longer offers courses may have been included.  In either of these cases, the crosswalk table must be 
updated.  Should the campus wish to change the Curricular Area Code listed to another code, the campus 
should request the change from System Administration. 
 
The association of Curricular Area Codes with UDDS Numbers provides the means of relating curricular 
activity to budgetary units (with the attendant faculty and funding); i.e., History (448 in Madison) is 
equated with History (A-48-38).  Some UDDS numbers may not represent a sub-department or 
department, but rather division.  This occurs because the budgetary match is more appropriate at a higher 
level.  For example, the registrar department number for the School of Nursing at Madison matches the 
UDDS for the entire school, A-54-----; i.e., the budgetary division rather than budgetary departments or 
sub-departments.  In other cases, the registrar numbers of some smaller departments have been matched to 
a UDDS belonging to another department; i.e., Contemporary Trends (269 in Madison) with Political 
Science (A-48-72).  This is done to provide a place to put the credits without losing them, because the 
smaller departments have no budget.  If the number selected is inappropriate, the campus must notify 
System Administration.  In some cases, the full UDDS is not printed.  For example, the UDDS on the 
table for Agricultural Economics at UW-Madison is A-07-33, not A-07-3300.  The reason is that relevant 
budget for the credit-producing department, Agricultural Economics, appears under A-07-3300 and 
A-07-3301.  In order to collect all the budget appropriate to Agricultural Economics, credit must be 
associated with the shortened A-07-33. 
 
The UDDS numbers, and thus the registrar departments, have been grouped by discipline area.  The six 
discipline areas are:  I. Social and Behavioral Sciences, II. Humanities, III. Physical and Engineering 
Sciences, IV. Agricultural and Life Sciences, V. Non-Clinical Health Sciences, and VI. Clinical Health 
Sciences.  Departments which would normally fall into separate discipline groups are combined in one 
discipline group if they are both matched to the same UDDS number, e.g., Geography (Social Science) 
and Geology (Physical Science). 
 
It is important that all coding be valid.  Should a unit determine that a Curricular Area Code, UDDS 
designation or discipline area designation is incorrect, System Administration should be notified at once.  
These designations play a vital role in the evaluation of the fiscal support for a campus as well as having 
impact upon many other analytical studies. 
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