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to identify specific traits. The company is a leading supplier of molecular testing to the seed 

industry. A key strategic objective of company1 includes making an extensive set of cutting-edge 

DNA-based tools available to the seed industry. 

The DNA marker identification effort will be carried out at company1 under the supervision  

of Dr. Investigator2, A.C., Research Scientist and Co-Principal Investigator of the proposed 

project. He has several years of research experience in molecular biology, gene mapping and 

molecular marker assisted breeding. He has publications in journals such as Proceedings of 

National Academy of Sciences USA, Plant Journal, Advances in Virus Research, Euphytica etc 

(resumè enclosed). 

Company2 Inc, SomeTown2, WI. The company was established in 

1911. The major strength of the firm is their proprietary corn inbred breeding and hybrid 

development programs. The main focus of the company is to allow for quicker turn around of 

both high-value output trait products to the corn growers, as well as integration of new biotech 

traits in corn breeding. 

 

3. Intellectual Property Rights and Protection 

The proposed technology offers several opportunities for intellectual property rights 

(IPR) for the development and production of corn hybrids with enhanced feed, food and 

industrial value. The IPR for the genetics of high-oil corn is owned by company2, which has agreed 

to give access to the genetic information to company1 and UW for research purposes only. The 

genetics of high-oil include all the QTLs identified in the proposed project which confer high-oil 

trait in corn. The IPR for the DNA-based markers which are linked to the QTLs conferring high-

oil trait and the marker assisted breeding for the development and screening of high-oil corn 

lines will be jointly owned by Dr. John Smith and company1.  Dr. John Smith and company1 

will protect that IPR through a disclosure to WiSys, which will patent and license the technology. A 

memorandum of understanding between the three investigators is attached. 

  

4: Current and Past Grant Application for the Proposed Project 

 There are no current or past grant applications pending or applied for the proposed 

project. 

 




